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Gender Inequity Issues in the Asia-Pacific

PhD Student National Chung Hsing University
Sadia Rahman

Gender inequity limits the range of talents in the society as well as the in the 

Asia-Pacific region, lower participation of females or the so-called ‘glass ceiling’ 

i.e. lesser participation of females in the senior positions does not fill the vacuum 

which has been already been created. Nonetheless, this issue of gender inequity 

is gaining attention internationally and much importance is given in the Pacific-

rim. The United Nations (UN) 2030 Sustainable Development Goals is a universal 

transformative agenda for all and it gives significance to achieve gender equity 

by including it in its required list of SDGs goal. Different society has different 

historical points in regards to gender equity but the Association of Pacific Rim 

Universities (APRU) shared some issues concerning gender inequity:

• Systemic barriers and unconscious bias in promotion and recruitment policy 

and practice

• Retention of women in the workforce

• Pay gaps between men and women

Negating gender gaps is of utmost importance to create more sustainable and 

inclusive economies and societies and in order to identify barriers to gender equity, 

the OECD launched its “Gender Initiative” to help governments promote gender 

equality in the three ‘Es’ education, employment, and entrepreneurship. Achieving 

gender equity is a challenge as women remain under-represented in key growth 
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enhancing fields i.e. science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). 

In this article, I will focus on gender inequity issues and illustrate progress in the 

Asia-Pacific region. 

A state or government hopes to achieve growth without tapping the full 

potential of the other half of the population and be dependent on only one gender 

is essentially fighting like one hand tied behind its back. New research done by 

McKinsey Global Institute (MGI) found out those Asia-Pacific economies that can 

boost their collective GDP by $4.5 trillion per year by 2025 just be progressing 

and taking steps towards gender equity. As per the report if we succeed in creating 

gender balance it can contribute to growth in three ways: (i) 58% of the gains in 

Asia-Pacific will come by raising the female ratio to the male ration of labor force 

participation (ii) 17% from increasing women’s work hours and (iii) the remaining 

25% from having more women working in higher-productivity sectors. The Asia-

Pacific region should prioritize how to address the gender inequity issue, women 

should get higher-quality jobs, being half the population women just contribute 

36% percent of the GDP, globally the value of women’s unpaid work performed is 

three times higher than men but in Asia-Pacific it’s four times higher. Developing 

countries investing in infrastructure can reap dividends by connecting women to 

productive work opportunities. 

 

If given a chance women can open countless doors of progress including in 

finance also, in fact, women have started to thrive in the burgeoning digital market, 

35% of total revenue comes from women-owned business in Indonesia and in 

China women found 55% of new internet business. To come at par like men it 

requires more training of women because in Asia-Pacific’s booming internet market 

digital technologies and double-edged sword. As per the world survey findings from 
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the year 2010-2014 in the Asia-Pacific region 44% respondent surprisingly believe 

that men are better leaders and the social attitude towards remained unchanged. 

The Asia-Pacific region is home to some of the fastest-growing economies and it 

seeks to play a greater global role yet women are the active participants, hence it’s 

the countries, which need to come out together and take initiatives for financing 

more gender equity initiatives, have more gender-based investment and budgeting. 

Empowering women and making gender equality a reality should be a priority 

and UNDP also recognizes this that women's empowerment and gender equality 

are cross-cutting issues that lie at the heart of human development. Equal rights 

have been demanded and promised for generations but last year a shift occurred 

in the women’s movement, across Asia-Pacific, and around the world women 

demonstrated to condemn a status quo that continues to deprive too many women 

of respect and equal opportunity. 

Improving education and health coverage is imperative and women generally 

living in rural areas are more at a disadvantage because of high mortality rates this 

places women at an unequal position in the labor market, the data shows that over 

the past thirty years female labor market participation has declined in the Asia-

Pacific region. To overcome this a bold move is undertaken by the United Nations 

Economic Social Commission, which includes gender-responsive budgeting. 

This step is a great contribution to reducing the burden of unpaid work enhancing 

women’s opportunities for leadership in the workplace and in political and public 

life. Equality at work goes hand in hand with gender equality in society even 

though noticeable advancement comes unless and until the traditional attitudes 

that define women’s primary role is in the home are shattered efforts will still be 

overlooked and undermined. 
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Proper statecraft is required to address this inequity challenge, it requires to 

dismantle several barriers along with it working companies should also provide 

flexible working options. Regional collaboration should be pursued to achieve 

gender equality in the Asia-Pacific region because regional partnerships are 

generally established around shared goals that can give national and local efforts 

more momentum. What boosts this gender inequity challenge is that the region 

lacks that journey towards gender equality giving equal status to women in a 

leadership position will craft a path towards equality, as more laws and regulations 

will be drafted as per the convenience of women’s. Efforts and more opportunities 

should be provided to women entrepreneurs with better access to finance and ICT 

that can keep them in work enabling their businesses to innovate. These businesses 

will be like incubators for future generations of women’s leaders. 

Georgette Tan, Master Card’s group head of communications for the Asia-

Pacific region said that although opportunities exist for women to pursue higher 

education, labor market conditions are not always conducive for women. While 

women in 10 out of 16 Asia-Pacific markets surveyed outnumbered men in tertiary 

education, New Zealand (50.6) and the Philippines (50.1) are the only markets 

with more than 50 women for every 100 men in leadership positions. According 

to the United Nations, limited women’s work participation in the Asia-Pacific 

region costs an estimated $89 billion per year so besides education much needs to 

be done to achieve equality and empowerment in this segment. Another issue that 

needs to be addressed will be that countries in Asia-Pacific will face the ageing 

issue, from 2016-2050 the number of older persons in the region is expected to 

more than double from 547 million to 1.3 billion. Ageing has a gender dimension 

in Asia-Pacific, the demographic trends show that more women than men will 

join the old age cohorts and because women face cultural and economic obstacles 
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to participate in society the cumulative effect of discrimination will be onerous 

towards older age. 

The solution lies in innovation, the policymakers need to address these 

challenges and overcome the gender inequity problem so that women can also 

work as their male counterparts in all the sectors of society. 



9

Malaysia Sports Tourism

Under Secretary, Policy and Strategic Planning Division, Malaysian Ministry of 
Youth and Sports

Mr. Ibrahim B. Mohd Yusof

Over the past decade, the Malaysian government's interest and investment in 

sports has grown after realizing its potential to boost the tourism sector and yield 

huge economic returns to the economy. Sports tourism gained official recognition 

in Malaysia particularly after the successful hosting of the 1998 Kuala Lumpur 

Commonwealth Games and the inaugural Malaysia Formula 1 Petronas Grand 

Prix in Sepang which gained Malaysia an outstanding international reputation in 

hosting major sports events, despite Malaysia’s average achievements in sports in 

compared to other economies. Since then, sports has achieved its proper place in 

Malaysia’s sports policy agenda.

Under The Dr. Mahathir Bin Mohamad's administration starting in 1995, 

the government embarked upon promoting Malaysia as a venue for high profile 

international sporting events. The endeavor started with Le Tour de Langkawi 

(LTdL) in 1995, a 2.0 Hors Class bicycle road race which was initially organized 

to promote Langkawi Island as a world destination, as well as taking advantage 

of the opportunity to showcase other unique destinations across the race routes 

in peninsular Malaysia. Following this, Malaysia consecutively won two bids for 

hosting two major sports events; namely the Commonwealth Games in 1998 and 

the Malaysia Formula 1 Petronas Grand Prix in 1999. 
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In order to host these events, the Malaysian government has invested a huge 

amount of money in building new sports infrastructure, being; the National 

Sports Complex in Kuala Lumpur for the Commonwealth Games, and the Sepang 

International Circuit adjacent to the Kuala Lumpur International Airport (KLIA) 

for hosting the Malaysia Formula 1 Petronas Grand Prix. In total, the Malaysian 

government spent more than  RM 1.1 billion (US 27 million) on the provision of 

new roads, railways, land acquisitions, and other facilities, plus the new Kuala 

Lumpur International  Airport (KLI A) which came to nearly RM 20.5 billion (US 

5 billion) to host these two major sports events. Nonetheless, the investment took 

Malaysia’s image to a new level globally, especially after flawlessly organizing 

both events consecutively in 1998 and 1999. With newly built sports infrastructure, 

Malaysia has become the host for many other major sports events, including the 

ultimate Malaysian Grand Prix Motorcycle Racing (Sepang Moto GP) which 

convened in 1999, as well as many other large, medium and small scale sports 

events that continuously put Malaysia as one of the main destinations for sports 

events. Eventually, these sports events also boosted other industries, including the 

hotel industry, airlines and the tourism sector in Malaysia. 

In 2010, the Malaysia Sports Tourism Council concluded that sports tourism 

had become a key driver for Malaysia’s booming RM 55 billion (US 13.4 billion) 

tourism industry, which recorded 24.6 million visitors. The number of visitors 

to Malaysia rose significantly after 1999, which was believed to be due to the 

impact of organizing major sports events that brought huge crowds to Malaysia. 

The Malaysia Sports Tourism Council emphasized that sports tourism, which 

accounts for RM 5 billion (US 1.2 billion) per year, has become one of the fastest 

growing segments of the industry, equating to RM 600 billion (US 146 billion) 

a year internationally. The Malaysia 2015 National Economic Census on Arts, 
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Entertainment and Recreation also recorded a tripling of gross output in local sports 

and recreational activities, accounting for RM 17.2 billion (US 4.2 billion) in 2015, 

compared to RM 5.3 billion (US 1.2 billion) in 2010. This was aligned with the 

creation of more job opportunities in the sports and recreational sectors whereby 

more than 30,000 jobs were offered in those sectors with salaries paid worth more 

than RM 446 million (US 108 million) per year in total. This proves that sports and 

recreational activities are among the key drivers in stimulating Malaysia.

The hosting of Malaysia Formula 1 Petronas Grand Prix Sepang until 2017 

illustrates an important example of positive economic spillover, being the 

economy’s hallmark event since 1999, the F1 Grand Prix recorded economic 

benefits of more than RM 300 million (US 73 million) per year through extensive 

media exposure, besides creating over 4,500 jobs for locals, as well as attracting 

more than 40,000 visitors annually for that particular time of the year. Similarly, 

Malaysian signature cycling event Le Tour de Langkawi has also contributed 

significantly to making Malaysia a world destination through wide media exposure 

of Malaysia's unique attractions. In 2018, Le Tour de Langkawi was staged in 

nine different Malaysian states and was telecasted worldwide, reaching over 182 

million viewers with a media value of over RM 28 million (US 6 million). Since 

1995, Le Tour de Langkawi has been one of the best platforms promoting unique 

destinations across peninsular Malaysia due to its long distance racing that covers 

at least 9 different states within a 10-day event.     

Malaysia has never stopped striving to host major sports events. In 2017, 

Malaysia once again stepped into the world spotlight, especially among its South 

East Asia counterparts, after successfully organizing the South East Asian Games 

and Para ASEAN Games (Kuala Lumpur Games 2017), the largest sports event 
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in the South East Asia region. In total, the government has spent over RM 550 

million (US 13 million) and has worked hand–in-hand with Malaysian cross-border 

companies namely Yayasan Sime Darby, Naza Group, Celcom Axiata Berhad 

and Petronas Oil and Gas as the main sponsors to host the most celebrated Kuala 

Lumpur Games 2017. In return, these companies were provided with tax exemption 

incentives for their contribution towards developing sports in Malaysia.

Since then, the newly equipped world-class venues have managed to host many 

world class sports events, such as the 2018 Asian Track Cycling Championship, 

2018 World Taekwondo Malaysia Open Championship, Gymnastics Asian 

Championship 2018 (Olympic Qualifying round), 2018 Asia Rugby Championship. 

In total, 96 international sporting events were organized with a record of more than 

86,000 participants in 2018. One-fifth of the amounts which equivalent to over 

17,000 were international participants who travels to Malaysia mainly to participate 

in one of those events. In fact, sports organizers have been able to enjoy using the 

venues at discounted rates as part of the government effort to increase the monthly 

utilization rate.

In conclusion, sports tourism in Malaysia started to boom in 1995 with the 

regular hosting of major sports events. Following that, Malaysia sports tourism 

has evolved over time, with huge government investment in terms of both funds 

and effort to host more international sports events in the future. This has far-

reaching implications for newly industrialized economies like Malaysia, which is 

still grappling with many crucial local agendas. Nonetheless, apart from being one 

of the best media to boost the economy's international image, sports tourism has 

helped to instill domestic pride and patriotism, which are crucial in the context of 

local-building within Malaysia's multi-ethnic society. The Malaysia sports tourism 
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experience in particular, by organizing international sports events despite the 

huge financial investment, has clearly enhanced Malaysia's international image, 

contributed economic benefits and has strengthened social integration within 

Malaysia's diverse ethnicities and culture.
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The Uncontrolled Housing Price in Real 
Estate Market

Consultant in the UN Office of Information and 
Communication Technology (OICT)

Jack Huang

“Will the price increase continuously?” People who have paid attention on real 

estate like to ask questions like that, especially in those “over-speculation” markets 

in Southeast Asian region: Bangkok, Hanoi, Manila, and even Phnom Phem and 

Sihanoukville, all you can name it. Not surprisingly, those cities are benefited 

from so-called “Belt-and-Road” program initiated by Chinese government, and 

numerous investments (associated with huge debts) have flew into these regions 

and abnormally stimulated the price of local properties. Of course, it has also 

created impressive economic growth in the short-term. However, can the real estate 

price increase forever in those Southeast Asia megacities? The answer is both easier 

and more complicated than it appears at first glance. The easy response is “No, it’s 

not going to grow forever”. Instead, at certain points, the asset price inflation must 

be self-corrected back to the mean value. On the other hand, “when this property 

bubble is going to burst” is the complicated one. It has to consider multiple factors 

including micro & macro economics, monetary & financial policy, and other “black 

swans”, for example the trade war or natural disaster. 

Like any other market under the capital manipulation, the real estate market in 

Southeast Asia is also supposed to follow the free competition, and its prices are 

determined by basic economic rule: supply and demand. If we take house as the 
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essential in one’s life, then the housing price should correlate with the inelastic 

demand from, for example the population growth or urbanization and migration. 

But the problem is that the demand never comes from such simple reason. The 

built-in greedy and rent-seeking behavior always lead the risky situation (e.g. 

housing prices are too high) to even worse. House itself is not just an essential 

with intention to be lived or possibly be rented out, but it’s more like financial 

commodity which allows people to invest and earn capital gains like in the stock 

market. In this way, the more the demand surpasses supply, the more the prices will 

increase. The interesting question will be: what makes demande strong in some 

specific regions? 

In global and historical context, the over-printed money (or quantitative easing 

if you prefer a formal term) has driven this crazy trend of investing in real estate 

and other derivatives since decades ago. If we measure the US dollar M2 supply 

(coins and currency in circulation and savings deposits in banks) according to 

the latest statistics, it almost reached 15 trillion globally by June 2019. Compare 

with the money supply in the early 1990s, the total value was only 1.6 trillion. 

Once all money pumps into the market, the inflation problem becomes another 

headache for most governments and policy makers. It will be very dangerous if 

the consumer price index (CPI) uncontrollably increase while the public is very 

sensitive to their daily consumption (e.g. food, transportation, and entertainment). 

In order to keep stimulating economic growth by flooding more money in the 

market, it needs a “pool” to absorb these surplus capitals without the terrible 

effect on people’s necessities (e.g. serious inflation). Thus, at the time around 

2000, financial innovation and physical property seemed to be that good pool. The 

former can be referred to those derivatives (created by elites in Wall Street which 

tried to “securitize” everything in our life); the latter is real estate - combining 
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with the low-interest rate and easy mortgage policy (central bank also encourages 

commercial banks to lend more money), it further motivates people to buy houses 

and the "warming" real estate market can generate extra asset value in real without 

pushing inflation in other consuming goods (or at least not that much).

To be fair, the risk behind crazy housing price is the rampant debt and credit 

abuse in such real estate market, especially in those financially fragile households 

and the countries have inappropriate monetary policy. Indeed, to some extent, 

every country has implemented expansionary policy since 2000, or even since the 

1970s - after the US President Nixon tore apart Bretton Agreement which allowed 

all sovereign money could be backed by national credit, instead of something with 

intrinsic value like gold or silver.

It’s not surprising that the housing bubble bursts have happened several times 

in the past, and it should happen again in the future due to “the governments and 

people have never learnt anything from history” (the statement was made by 

Hegel). 

The tragic death of property prices can be seen in Japan (1990s) and the US 

(2008), and there were actually some signals before the comprehensive crash. 

For example, rents had softened from peak levels, uncertain mortgage rates, 

even the inventory was slowly creeping higher while rents were flatlining, etc. 

These are relatively useful indicators to check if it needs to start worrying about 

the market again. From the macro perspective, the debt level and flows may be 

another interesting reference to observe, specifically, the domestic household debt 

and private debt. We can put public debt (government debt) aside for a moment 

because, ideally, the government should have unlimited debt-paying ability 
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through QE or other fiscal operations. However, the private sectors should always 

be responsible for their own solvencies and no one is going to save them from 

bankruptcy. Hence, we can use debt-to-GDP ratio to assess if that certain “pool” (i.e. 

real estate market) still has room for hot money inflow and credit levage, or the 

bubble is almost reaching its limitation, and then burst will destroy a large amount 

of wealth and cause continuing economic malaise.

To conclude, mainstream economists consider that having the debt-to-GDP 

ratios of 150% in the private sector (household and corporate) is a dangerous level 

and the coming downturn of asset prices and economic crisis are highly possible. 

Here we share the top one by the survey in the beginning of 2019: Japan, with its 

population of 127,185,332, has the highest private debt in the world at 221% of its 

GDP, while the US is about 150%. The idea that many people (even institutions) 

consider housing to be expensive but still expect the prices to continue to rise could 

be irrational, it just needs to take a look at some basic economic figures and the 

overall demand & supply.


